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The Honorable Michael Powell —
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission

445 12™ Street, SW

Washington DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Powell:

Corporate special interests are lobbying the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) for the right to charge new and expensive fees on calls

made with many pre-paid calling cards.

For consumers, this can only mean one thmg prices for many calls
are going to surge higher. g

This increase would hit particularly hard on Marylanders who either
do not have or can’t afford their own telephone service: the poor, immigrant
communities, and students. It would also disproportionately hit military
servicemen and —women, as well as lower-volume callers, such as elderly
Marylanders, who do not use the telephone enough to justify more
expensive “‘all you can call” plans.

Prices are already rising for gas, milk and other products. Consumers
don’t need higher prices for phone calls too.— especially as a giveaway to
massive corporations. . :

On behalf of my constituents, I encourage you to think about the
Marylanders who rely on these cards and the negative impact higher fees

will have on them.

Sincerely,

Paula C. Hollmger
State Senator
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